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Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Funding Still Available!

In response to the 
tremendous success NCRLT 
has had in agricultural 
conservation over the past 

twelve months, the California 
Department of Conservation’s 
(DOC) California Farmland 
Conservancy Program (CFCP) 
has decided to extend NCRLT’s 
agricultural conservation 
outreach for another six months.

In June 2007, the CFCP awarded 
NCRLT grant funding for its 
Irrigated Farmland Protection 
Project (IFPP) to perform farmer 
outreach and facilitate projects 
that use and support agricultural 
conservation easements for 
the protection of irrigated 
farmland.  Through the program, 
NCRLT encourages the long-term, 
private stewardship of irrigated farmland through 
the voluntary use of agricultural conservation 

easements.  Since 
it’s inception in 
June of last year, 
NCRLT’s IFPP 
has collected 15 
applications from 
regional farmers 
who together 

own over 2,600 acres of high quality “prime farmland” 
in the tri-county area. 

Agricultural conservation easement funding is still 
currently available from the DOC and Natural 
Resource Conservation Service Farmland and 
Ranchland Protection Program. 

The following specific criteria need to be met to be 
considered according to the specifications of the 
California Farmland Conservancy program:

•  Desirable Soil Types (Irrigated 
Class I and II Soils)

•  Working Land (Land must 
have been cropped in the last 
4 years; preference is given to 
active farmland)

•  Crop Type (Higher value 
crops such as almonds, rice, 
walnuts are ranked higher 
than lower value crops such as 
irrigated pasture, alfalfa)

•  Property Size (>50 acres; 
>100 acres preferred)

•  Development Pressure 
(Current or future minimum 
parcel size (smaller minimum 
parcel sizes ranked higher) 
and parcels located in close 
proximity to City Spheres of 

Influence or City Limits)

If interested, landowners should contact NCRLT at 
(530) 894-7738 or e-mail: jwatts@landconservation.
org and request a CFCP Project Application.NCRLT encourages 

the long-term, 
private stewardship 

of irrigated farmland.
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NCRLT welcomes two new board 
members to our family: Tod Kimmelshue 
and Colleen Hatfield! Tod and Colleen 
officially joined the board at our August 

board meeting. We know they will make wonderful 
additions to our 
organization. 
WELCOME Tod 
and Colleen!

Tod 
Kimmelshue  
Tod grew up on 
a family farm in 
Durham, CA. 
He attended and 

graduated from the Durham School System.  After 
attending two years at Butte College, he finished his 
college studies at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, earning a 
degree in Agricultural Business Management. 

In 1982, Tod started work with Northern California 
Farm Credit and has been with the company ever 
since. Currently, he is the Regional Vice President in 
charge of public relations and business development. 
Farm Credit is a nationwide agricultural lending 
institution, which lends money to agricultural 
producers and agri-businesses.

Tod is the past president of the Chico Chamber of 
Commerce and past president of the Butte County 
Farm Bureau and helped lead those two organizations 
during the past several years. He lives with his 
wife Sherri and two sons in Durham.

Colleen Hatfield
Colleen Hatfield is a landscape ecologist 
who joined the CSU, Chico Biology 
faculty in 2005.  Her primary research 
focus has been watershed-based, studying 
the relationships between watershed 
condition and ecological responses.  
Colleen has worked extensively with 
private, nonprofit and government entities 
in assessing and developing approaches to 
evaluate and monitor ecological integrity.  
Colleen grew up on the Colorado farm 

her grandfather 
homesteaded and 
she continues to 
experience the 
family’s strong 
tie to the land. 
Through her 
background 
experiences, 
Colleen is acutely 
aware of the challenges and hurdles facing today’s 
land managers whether they be farmers or natural 
resource managers.  Colleen is honored to serve on 
the NCRLT board as its goals and mission are central 
to her core values for land conservation. 

John Merz
NCRLT would like to thank John Merz for his service 
as his tenure on the NCRLT board of directors 
comes to an end. 
His leadership, 
and non-profit 
management 
insight and 
expertise will be 
missed greatly. 

Thank you John!
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Updates from NCRLT’s Board of  Directors

Tod Kimmelshue 

John Merz

Colleen Hatfield 

(“Tuscan” continued from cover)

also significantly increase NCRLT’s capacity to engage 
stakeholders in the upper reaches of these creeks, and 
facilitate the permanent protection of key watershed 
properties.  Permanently protecting private lands within 
the upper reaches and areas adjacent to the headwaters 
of these creeks will help ensure that water quality remains 
high for fish and wildlife resources, recreation, agriculture, 
and the recharge of the Tuscan Aquifer. We look forward to 
advancing watershed conservation with the collaborative 
efforts of our new partners and landowners in our region.



On October 23rd, the Great Valley Center will host a regional forum in the Great Room at the Sierra 
Nevada Brewery in Chico. Business and community leaders, governmental officials, farmers, envi-
ronmentalists and individuals who have an interest in the future of the region will convene to learn 
about and discuss issues currently relevant to planning issues in the 10-county Sacramento Valley 

Region.

NCRLT has been invited by the Great Valley Center, a Modesto based nonprofit, to partner with them for this 
event. The Great Valley Center works to improve the eco-
nomic, social and environmental well-being of California’s 
19-county Central Valley, will be hosting the forum.

“We know the Sacramento Valley will experience growth 
in the next 50 years,” said David Hosley of the Great Valley 
Center, “so if we can bring people and interests from the 

Sacramento Valley together today to start thinking and talking about what they want this region to look like in 
the future we will leave great, healthy communities for our children and grandchildren.”

The forum will feature a keynote speaker and three panel sessions on different aspects of planning and mapping 
as they relate to the Sacramento Valley. The forum will also provide networking opportunities, business exhibits 
and an energy tour of the Sierra Nevada Brewery.

Registration is $50 until October 1st, $60 after.  Register online now at www.greatvalley.org.  For sponsorship 
and exhibit information contact Heidi Arno at (209) 522-5103 or heidi@greatvalley.org.

On Friday, May 16th, NCRLT partnered with 
Rod Carter of Northern California Farm 
Credit to present to local farmers, ranchers 
and landowners a Farm Succession Work-

shop at the Llano Seco Rancho in Butte County.  Rod 
presented an Introduction to Succession Planning, covering 
the challenges, goals, and keys for success at keeping land 
in agriculture through generations. Following was Nuts and 
Bolts of Farm Succession and a session led by Jamison Watts 
of NCRLT on agricultural land protection and funding op-
portunities available to landowners through NCRLT. 

Attendees were treated to a home-
cooked, locally-grown lunch of lamb 
kabobs and a tour of Llano Seco Rancho.  
Thanks to everyone who helped to make 
this workshop a great success. If you 
would like copies of the information pre-
sented at the workshop, contact Jesika at (530) 894-7738 or e-mail: jesika@landconservation.org. 

Events and News

A Special Thank You to our  
Farm Succession Workshop 

Supporters!
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The fires that raged across California this summer spared little in their 
wake. Four of NCRLT’s 14 easements were directly impacted by fire 
activity. The Hamlin Creek easement in lower Paradise was completely 
burned during the Humboldt fire in June. This easement is expected to 
make a full recovery in the next year as rains regenerate and naturally 
restore the native foothill landscape.

Three more of our easements fared worse during the Butte Lightning 
Complex Fire of late June-early July. The Hanford Easement in upper 
Paradise was used as a staging ground for firefighters waiting and 
watching for the fire to jump the Feather River to the Paradise ridge. 
Luckily for the town of Paradise, that fire remained on the east side of 
the canyon, and the landowner is working with the Town of Paradise 
to recover the area of the easement in which a large fire break was 
bulldozed. 

Two of our Concow easements received the most damage during the 
firestorm. Our Kanaka Bar easement received extensive damage due to 
large fire breaks and backburns across the north end of the easement.  
The Rancho Aguaje easement was also damaged when CalFire used it 
as a staging ground in fighting the fire in the Concow area. Landowners 
and NCRLT are considering options in restoring these two easements to 
prevent erosion and encourage natural revegetation.

NCRLT Conservation Easements Fire Update

Printed on recycled paper.
Please share or recycle this 
publication. Thank you!

Hanford easement fire break (above)
Kanaka Bar backburn (below)

New Business Partner
NCRLT would 
like to welcome 
and thank 
our newest 
business 
partner, Upstate 
Business Journal. 

Upstate Business Journal 
serves Butte, Shasta, Tehama and 
Glenn counties.  
To learn more about them visit  
www.upstatebusiness.net. 
Thank you Upstate Business Journal!
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